
TOWN OF MARTELL 

January 11, 2022, meeting minutes 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 11, 

2022, by Board Chairman Brad Taplin.  Supervisor John Worsing, Supervisor Dale Olson, 

treasurer Heather Sitz and clerk Sara Cardwell were also present.   

 

Minutes:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Worsing to approve the minutes from the 

December 14, 2021, Town Meeting.  Motion carried.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with December disbursements of 

$16,191.55 and receipts of $2,346.78 for a month-end balance of $58,776.21.   

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to pay the December bills.  

Motion carried. 

 

Road Work:  Estimate on 570th repair work is $75,000.  Need to buy matching asphalt.  Martell 

will have to pay $50,000 and the rest will be paid by TRIPP funds.  Not much happening so 

Patrolman will get back to tree trimming.  Patrolman has used the old truck some. 

 

Employee’s report: The Patrolman performed 33.5 hours of road maintenance, 83 hours of 

plowing and 88 hours of shop work in December.    

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues: Door has an issue on the town hall.  Cleaning lady 

accidentally backed into it.  Patrolman will fix it.  The garage door will be fixed when the 

weather warms.  Got new tires at Pomp’s.  Have a credit as the new tires were less than the old 

ones.  Patrolman asked if he could buy a water softener for the garage as he has already had to 

replace the elements on the water heater.  Worsing moved to purchase a water softener for the 

garage water heater.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried.   

 

Discuss and Approve Driveway permits: No driveway permit requests received in December.   

 

Discuss and take action on whether or not to increase the costs of garbage bags:   

Worsing motioned to raise the price to $3.50.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried.  Effective 

February 1st. 

 

Discuss Status of Clerk position: 

Position is still open.  Clerk asked about increasing the salary in order to attract candidates.  For 

appointed positions, the salary can be increased just by board action.  For elected positions, 

salaries can only be changed at the caucus every other year.  Worsing believes that because the 

position is an elected office that just because there could be an appointed clerk, the salary cannot 

be changed, and he would want attorney review before agreeing to such a change. 

 

Read correspondence: 

All Croix Inspection reported two new residential permits/inspections in December.  The county 

reported building and sanitary permits for the same dwellings as well as an address being issued 



for one of the dwellings.  There will be a primary election in February for the Spring Valley 

school board.  A postcard was received from the state that the lands that expired from forest crop 

land and managed land will be posted on the DNR website.  Scott Construction sent a thank you 

card and All Croix sent a Christmas card.  Final rules on ARPA state there are no conditions on 

the use of the money.  Worsing has a call into the WI Towns to confirm this.  Clerks will receive 

further direction as to how they can use the funds.  A couple of towns are keeping the money as a 

safety measure in case there are floods. 

 

Date for next meeting:  Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to hold the next Board 

meeting on February 8, 2022.  Motion carried. 

 

Open discussion:   

Because the Town of Ellsworth maintains part of 650th, the Patrolman would like to allow 

Ellsworth to use our truck for free for spraying in return for doing this.  Board felt this was a 

good exchange.  WTA 2022 District Meetings announced.  A board member must take the Board 

of Review training every year as per a new state law.  There is a meeting on March 5th in Eau 

Claire.  Olson will attend.  The patrolman believes the new pick-up truck will arrive in February.   

There was a question as to whether or not we should adjust the prices the Town charges other 

towns when Martell does work for them.  The treasurer will provide information at the next 

meeting on what a 10% increase for equipment and use of the Patrolman’s salary will do for the 

pricing. 

 

Worsing motioned to adjourn the meeting; Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


